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Bonnie S. Brier served as the Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary 
of New York University from August of 2009 until her retirement in January 2015. Her 
duties included overseeing all of the University’s legal operations, including the Medical 
Center and its affiliates. 
 

Previously, Ms. Brier was the General Counsel and Assistant Secretary to the 
Boards of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and The Children’s Hospital 
Foundation from 1990 to 2009. She was their first in-house counsel. Prior to that, she was 
a partner at Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll, specializing in legal issues related to 
colleges and universities, hospitals, and other nonprofit organizations; she joined the firm 
in 1979. Ms. Brier was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
from 1977 to 1979. She served as law clerk to Chief Judge Joseph S. Lord, III of the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania from 1976 to 1977. 
 

Ms. Brier received her A.B. from Cornell University magna cum laude, and her J.D. 
from Stanford University, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif and an editor 
of the Law Review. 


